CHAPTER 9
AGRICULTURAL LANDS

The pimary factors that atractad people to settle n this areey, and utimaldy to
found the (ity o Farmngton, ware the abundant water from nountain streanrs and the
fertiity o the sal. Far nearly 150 years farmng hes costituted the panary tse of land in
the (ity.  "Today thae are  few active famrs in the Gty Farmingtorlk ance well devdoped,
mgated aop and pesture land s located n dose proximity to a market arcas where its
products wsed to be inexpersively distributed,

The vary factors that nake this land valteble for fammng also make it atlractive for
other types of nore intasive devdoprent. . With the devdopnrent of the Nate and local road
systam much o the agnadtural land hes bacone even nore accessible. Residential
subdivisios are graduelly encreaching dlong with sone coomeraal and industnal tses 'The
open agricdltural arces thal have dharactenzad Farmington for so long are Slowly dimnishing,
Notwithstanding this, the landk histarie value and mportance es open spece Is a community
resource thel we can il alford to lose

Pine agriadbtud lands are one d the carths rapidly disappearing, inreplaceelle
resources. As these lands disappear under asphell and conardle they mist be replacad by
less sutable, less productive and nmore renole faands dsewhare,

Recommendations:

1. Those lands within the Gty carently in agricdtural use shodd be protected
and the property owners encouraged to continue and raimtain: productive agrncdtural
operations.

2 The (ity should perform an open spece study to detamine, in part, land thet
should be commidered prime agnaultural land and which shodd be given the highest prionty
In tams o presarvation within a conprehasive open space system Once identifiad, these
lanck should be desigrated as agricultural /open spece.

3 The (ity should adopt polides and procedures intended to acquire and maintain

farmand In ardar to presarve the histarne dharadtar of Farmngton. "These procedures ray
Indude such nethods as



a outrght purdhese o such lands which ray then be lessed badk to
farmers who will continue to keep them productive;

b acquisition o devdopnant nghts

C ceteblishnent o commanvation eesarents through which proparty would
be imted to agrncudtural or open space e

d ctablishnent o a land coservancy st to which: proparty onnars
codd vauntarly dorete land to be mamtaned and preserved for fubure
genarations

4. I necessary, the Zoning Ordinence and Subdivision Ordinence should be
anondad to provide protaction for farmands es developent cocaurs near such lands,

o Al land bdow the 4218 devation in the western part of Farmngton should be
zoned for agnadtural wse, vary low dersity o designated es open spece
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